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Dear FUMC Family,

A famous comedian once said, “Eighty percent of success is showing up.”  If that’s true, United Methodists might be on to 
something!  After all, when we become members of the church, one of the things we promise to offer is our presence.  

Of course, presence means more than simply occupying a pew on Sunday morning. It means showing up for one another, 
sharing life together, and allowing ourselves to be known, encouraged, and challenged.

That’s why I’m so excited for us to launch a new churchwide challenge this fall 
called ALL IN. Our hope is simple but ambitious: that every member of FUMC 
Belmont will participate in some kind of small group this fall.

Building relationships is one of our core values at FUMC Belmont because we 
believe that faith is meant to be lived in community. We need people who know 
us, pray for us, listen to us, learn alongside us, and sometimes challenge us. We 
need places where we can ask honest questions, share our struggles, and discover 
together what it means to become more like Jesus Christ.

This has always been part of the genius of Methodism. The early Methodist 
movement did not grow primarily because John Wesley was a gifted preacher, 
although he certainly was. It grew because people gathered in small groups called 
classes and bands. In those groups, they prayed together, studied Scripture, cared 
for one another, and asked how their faith was shaping the way they actually lived.

Wesley had learned from his own experience how difficult it was to follow Christ alone. He famously wrote, “The gospel of Christ 
knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social holiness.” He did not mean simply that Christians should care about 
society. He meant that there is no solitary Christianity. We need one another if we are going to grow in holiness and take our faith 
seriously.

That may be more important now than ever. We live in a deeply fractured world. We are increasingly separated into groups of 
people who think like us, vote like us, and see the world like us. Genuine conversation has become difficult, and disagreement 
too easily becomes division. The church can offer another way. In Christian community, we learn to listen, speak with humility, 
remain in relationship, and love people whose experiences and opinions may differ from our own. Small groups give us a place to 
practice the patient, gracious life to which Christ calls us.

We will kick off the ALL IN challenge on Rally Day, Sunday, August 16. That morning, we will distribute information about the 
many groups available this fall. Some are already meeting, while others are brand new. Several of these new opportunities are 
highlighted later in this newsletter.

Between now and Rally Day, we invite you to think and pray about how you might be ALL IN this fall. You will receive a 
commitment card on August 16 where you can indicate the group in which you already participate or the group you plan to join. 
We ask everyone to return their commitment card by Sunday, August 30.

You might have an idea for a group that’s not listed.  If so, we’d love to talk with you about how to make it happen!  We need 
groups with different schedules, formats, and areas of interest. The goal is not for everyone to join the same kind of group. The 
goal is for everyone to find a place where they can build relationships and grow to be more like Jesus alongside others.

We need each other. So this fall, let’s show up, grow together, and be ALL IN.

With much peace,



COMING UP IN WORSHIP   COMING UP IN WORSHIP   

OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHEROPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER

August 2 – Genesis 32:22–31
Jacob wrestles with God — struggle, blessing, and change of name

August 9 – Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28
Joseph and his brothers — favoritism, betrayal, family fracture

August 16 – Genesis 45:1–15
Joseph reconciles with his brothers — forgiveness, providence, healing 

August 23 – Children’s Sabbath
Join us for Children’s Sabbath with guest preacher, Rev. Camille Roddy, the chair of the Western North Carolina Conference 
Congregations 4 Children, an initiative of The United Methodist Church partnering with local public schools to combat childhood 
poverty. It focuses on improving K-3 literacy, meeting basic student needs, and increasing parental involvement.

August 30 – “ALL IN” Sunday, Romans 12:9-21 and Matthew 16:21-28
What does it look like to be ALL IN? Join us as we answer Jesus’ call to follow and commit to a fall of growing, connecting, and 
living out Paul’s vision of genuine love together.



OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHEROPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER



FIRST KIDSFIRST KIDS



GATHERINGS FOR YOUTHGATHERINGS FOR YOUTH



We had the opportunity to connect  
with the day campers of our church:  

we ran bumblebee relays,  
taught a session on how insects eat,  

and even helped make edible dirt in a cup. 

At Holy Angels, our youth helped paint  
wooden crafts with the residents. 

MISSION MANIA REFLECTIONSMISSION MANIA REFLECTIONS

Mission Mania was a true blessing for our youth group on June 2nd-4th

On Wednesday afternoon, our youth cooked a homemade 
meal for With Friends, a homeless shelter for teens in 

Gastonia. After dining with our new friends, we all went to 
Altitude Trampoline Park for some fun. 

We worked at Servant’s Heart Ranch on our last day of 
our mission trip. This outdoor facility serves children  
8 to 18 with mental health needs. We spent the day 

providing needed physical labor on the farm. 

Throughout the week, youth spent time in prayer & Bible study: 

What does it mean to serve God and His people? 
Why does God need our help? 

Why does mission work demand sacrifice? 

...These are pretty good questions for all of us to ponder.



LOOK WHAT WE DID!LOOK WHAT WE DID!



OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVEOPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE

What is the Rice and Beans Ministry?

Rice and Beans is a Non-Profit group feeding, clothing, healing, and supporting the 
homeless community in Gastonia. This group of volunteers has been serving dinner 
to the homeless in the parking lots of the Salvation Army and the United Way since 
2022, and have never missed a Tuesday due to weather or holidays. From 2022 
through 2025, over 15,000 meals have been served. Rice and Beans does not have 
corporate or large church sponsorship. The volunteers, their friends and churches 
support the ministry, which cost around $1,000 per month to provide 400 meals, 
clothes, health care, hygiene kits, and blankets. The meals are cooked at home by 
volunteers. None of the leaders or volunteers receive nor ask for compensation. 

A special thanks to First United Methodist Church and its members for making 
clothing, food, and monetary donations that help fulfill the needs of the homeless. 

Want to help?? Join us serving a meal or helping someone select clothing on Tuesday 
evenings, donate non-perishable items or clothing that you no longer need, or make 
a monetary donation that will be used to purchase food and medicine. 

Sincerely,

Michael and Denise Martin



MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!
Do you love music? Come join us!

We have lots of ways to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord!”

Alleluia Choir – ages K-5, meets on Wednesdays from 
5:30 – 6 pm. We participate in worship services once 
a month, as well as the Christmas concert and other 
events. We learn to read rhythms and notes while having 
lots of fun!

Worship Team – leads our music at the 8:30 am 
service every Sunday, singing Contemporary Christian 
music with guitar, bass and drums. Let us know if you 
sing or play an instrument! We also lead music on 
Maundy Thursday, participate in the Christmas Concert 
and perform in the community. Open to all ages and no 
audition is necessary!

Bellissimo – is our intergenerational Handbell Choir who rehearses 
on Wednesday nights from 6-7 p.m. and participates in worship 
services once a month. We also enjoy attending festivals and 
workshops, as well as performing at the Daniel Stowe Botanical  
Garden at Christmas. No audition necessary!

Chancel Choir – our non-audition choir is open to 
middle and high school students as well as adults of all 
ages. Our Chancel Choir meets on Wednesday nights 
from 7-8:30 p.m. to prepare to sing at the 11 am service 
each Sunday. We also sing for special services like 
Christmas Eve, Good Friday and other concerts in the 
community.

Contact Ellen at ellen@fumcbelmont.org for more information!

WORSHIP SERVICE OPPORTUNITIESWORSHIP SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Communion servers and Scripture readers needed! 
If you would like to serve as one of the worship leaders at either service, please contact Ellen at ellen@fumcbelmont.org.

Do you have the gift of Hospitality? 
Please consider serving as a Greeter, Information Center host, or Usher at either the 8:30 or 11 am service. Contact Ellen at 
ellen@fumcbelmont.org for more information.

mailto:ellen@fumcbelmont.org
mailto:ellen@fumcbelmont.org
mailto:ellen@fumcbelmont.org


IN THE GREATER UM CONNECTIONIN THE GREATER UM CONNECTION

Check out the Western North Carolina Conference 
Equip and Connect webinars in August:

Aug. 11 at Noon:  Reimagining Local Missions Through Listening  
   with Rev. Luke Edwards

Aug. 18 at 7:00 pm: AI and the Church: Evangelism 8.0  
   with Rev. Dr. Stephanie Hand and Rev. Lory Beth Huffman

Descriptions of the webinars are available at  
   www.wnccumc.org/equipconnect2026. 

A Zoom link will be posted 30 minutes before the webinar starts, 
and you can watch the previous webinars at the same link.

http://www.wnccumc.org/equipconnect2026


AUGUST BIRTHDAYSAUGUST BIRTHDAYS

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS, AND SYMPATHYTHOUGHTS, PRAYERS, AND SYMPATHY
Patty and Taylor Hayward
Teri and Claude Wilson’s friend
Everett Prunty and his family
Darlene Smith’s husband, Earl
Nicole Stanforth’s grandmother, BB 
Ronnie and Judy Fann (Cassie Fann’s parents)
Bill Ritz (Patty Hayward’s father)
Deborah Brooks 
Carla Bradmon (Larry and Angela Bradmon’s daughter)
Jeff Farris (Alice Farris’ brother-in-law)
Anita Greene’s family upon her passing (Pam Stowe’s mother)
Jason Austin (Mark and Dottie Moore’s son-in-law)
Keith Yarborough (Mark and Dottie’s friend)
Lee Allen (Director of S.O.C.K.S. and Preston Taylor’s friend) 
Ginger Feimster
Murphy Clark and family
Zoe communities in Rwanda

Submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org

August 1	 Travis Clark 
	 Laura Pennington 
	 Jackson Spivey

August 2	 Kathryn Lewis 
	 Sam Pennington 
	 Tracy Smith

August 3	 Steve Benedict 
	 Chloe Cheshire 
	 Richard Thames

August 5	 David Gensch 
	 Bryan Jones 
	 Everett Love 
	 Robert McSwain 
	 Claire Ragsdale

August 6	 Brenda Austin 
	 Alex Bondurant 
	 Wanda Randolph

August 8	 Catherine Armstrong 
	 Susan Ray 
	 Dylan Thompson

August 9	 Ellen Adams 
	 Jamey Cauble 
	 Mitch Wilson

August 10	 Mark Andrews 
	 Callie Lawing 
	 Arlene McMurtry 
	 Betty Pennington 
	 Eric Pennington 

August 10, cont.	 Sam Pruitt 
	 Olivia Tyson

August 12	 Diane Probus 
	 Pamela Ward

August 13	 Lynn Ellis 
	 Declan Kelly 
	 Jessica Latchana 
	 Chad McAlister

August 16	 Carole Bertino 
	 Robert Grant 
	 Austin Hansen 
	 Melinda Russell

August 18	 Elena Benedict 
	 Connor Corcoran 
	 Lauren Schwark 
	 Barbara Tria

August 19	 Mel Johnston 
	 Quanna McAlister 
	 Erin Washam

August 20	 Jennifer Martin 
	 Colin McAlister 
	 Joshua Millspaw

August 21	 Joan West

August 22	 Lyn Harper

August 23	 Brian Deal 
	 Claire Dunigan 
	 Colton Jones 

August 23, cont.	 Paul Meilike 
	 Steve Saunders 
	 Jane Washam

August 24	 Elliott Davis 
	 Suzanne Washam

August 25	 Paul Salata

August 26	 Anne Louise Ragsdale 
	 Russell Tindall 
	 Beth Truesdale

August 27	 Reece Luttrell

August 28	 Steven Fulcher 
	 Connor Jordan 
	 Elle Vangastle

August 29	 Elias Williams

August 30	 Emily Black 
	 Jordan Edgerton

August 31	 Gale Collins 
	 Theo Henry 
	 Linda Piltch 
	 Remy Young

The July 5th bulletin featured Poured Out, by the  
Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman. In this image, Rebekah’s hair swirls 
and overflows like the water from her jar, drawing our attention 

to her extravagant hospitality. Genesis 24 reflects a world in 
which Rebekah’s choices are constrained, yet she sees a need, 

offers water to stranger and camels alike, and helps carry 
God’s promise forward. May we also offer such an extravagant 

expression of God’s welcome to those around us.

mailto:prayers@fumcbelmont.org
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