FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF BELMONT

SERVICE OF WORSHIP

August 30, 2026 — 8:30 am.
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist Church of Belmont exists
to be more like Jesus Christ for our community and beyond
THE REVEREND GEORGE RAGSDALE, SENIOR PASTOR
807 South Point Road // Belmont, NC 28012
P: 704-825-2106 // F: 704-825-2176
www.fumcbelmont.org
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Good morning, and welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We're glad you are here.
Today, we hear Jesus call us to deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow—a summons that can feel
almost overwhelming. But alongside those demanding words, Paul offers a vision of a community
marked by genuine love, generosity, patience, hospitality, and peace. This is how we learn to follow
Jesus faithfully: not halfway, and never alone. These truths are at the heart of our ALL IN Challenge,
which invites every person to join a small group where we can grow in grace and become more like
Christ together. This morning, we will place our completed commitment cards on the altar as a sign of
our desire to be ALL IN. If you still need a card, you can find one in the narthex. We hope you will join us
this fall as, together, we become more like Jesus for Belmont and beyond.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*OPENING SONG A Thousand Hallelujahs CCLI'Song # 7190270
“PRAYER Quanna McAlister
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Romans 12:9-21 Cindy Tilley
*GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 16:21-28
SERMON The Rev. George Ragsdale

SILENT REFLECTION



RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts to
God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
“THE PEACE

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION

"TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP

“THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

“THE LORD'S PRAYER

*BREAKING THE BREAD (gluten free option available)

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP Come to the Table CCLI'Song # 7036352
We all start on the outside, the outside looking in To the thief and to the doubter

This 1s where grace begins

We were hungry, we were thirsty

With nothing left to give
Oh the shape that we were in

Just when all hope seemed lost

Love opened the door for us
(He said) come 1o the table

To the hero and the coward
To the pris'ner and the soldier
To the young and to the older
All who hunger all who thirst
All the last and all the first
All the paupers and the princes
All who've failed you've been forgiven

All who dream and all who suffer
All who've loved and lost another
All the chained and all the free
All who follow all who lead
Anyone who's been let down
All the lost you have been found
All who've been labeled right or wrong
To ev'ryone who hears this song

Come join the sinners who have been redeemed
Take your place beside the Savior
Sit down and be set free — come to the table

Come meet this motley crew of misfits
These liars and these thieves
There's no one unwelcome here
So that sin and shame that you've brought with you
You can leave it at the door
And let mercy draw you near



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS Marshall and Alexandra Joiner
*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG Go Light Your World CCLI Song # 1829337

* Those who are able please stand.

WELCOME

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! \\/e're glad that you've chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth,
and adults of all ages. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we grow to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that we do.

If you are a guest, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the information center as
you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our church. We look forward
10 getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!

Welcome, New Members! This morning we are blessed to welcome new members into our church
family. Joining today at our 8:30 service by Profession of Faith are Marshall and Alexandra Joiner. If
you would like more information about joining our church family, please call or email Pastor George
(704-249-0645 or george@fumcbelmont.org) or speak with him after the service today.

Weekly Devotional Guides offer daily Scripture readings, reflections, and questions for
contemplation and discussion. Each guide follows the theme and content of Sunday's sermon and
includes a prayer for the week. Copies of the guides, along with transcripts of today's sermon, are
available at the Information Center. You may also sign up to receive the guides by email, along with
other church updates, at www.fumcbelmont.org/emails.

Today's Bulletin Cover features Winslow Homer's Sunday Morning in Virginia, painted in 1877,
Homer first encountered Virginia as an illustrator during the Civil War and returned in the 1870s to
portray the uncertain realities of African American life during Reconstruction. Set in a former slave cabin,
the painting shows a young teacher helping three impoverished children read the Bible, while an elderly
woman looks on. The older boy's intense concentration reflects the thirst for learning among formerly
enslaved people, even as the older woman bears the sorrow of a lifetime shaped by slavery. In their
gathering, faith, learning, suffering, and the uncertain promise of freedom are held together.



OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE

Ways to Give at FUMC Belmont:
Online — visit www.fumcbelmont.org/online-giving.
By mail = Send your gift to the church address on the front of this bulletin.
In-person — drop your gift in the offering plate or the church office drop box.

Sign up to bﬁng a dish @ fhniébelméntorg/events or
find Quanna to sign up in person
HELP FLOOD VI

RlCE QBEANS Considendonating

FEEDING THE BODY, RESTORING THE SOUL I S7/5 torhelprusachievie
N olirigoal'to make 72
buckets this year on

BUY

..serving a vulnerable population BUCAKET B ONS NIGHT |

each Tuesday evening in Gastonia. Sept 27th @ 5:30

To volunteer or learn more, go to B bo 4l )

fumcbelmont.org/events or N chechor B
reach out to Michael and Denise | www fumcbelmont.org, *°
Martin or Quanna today. floodbuckets ’

GATHERINGS FOR CHILDREN

First Kids and their families are invited to sign up for a time slot on September 20 for our Fishes and
Loaves Family Service Project \\e wil be preparing freezer meals for families hosting foster
children. Details and signup at www.fumcbelmont.org/kids.

Crossroads (4th-5th graders) will meet on September 13 from 5:30-7:30 for recreation, supper, and
more faith conversations.

We have fantastic Sunday School classes available for all First Kids. Birth—2-year-olds meet in room
405, Preschool (3-4 year olds) meet in room 400, Kindergarten and 1st grade meet in room 401, 2nd
and 3rd grade meet in room 408, and 4th and 5th grade meet in room 139.

Email jennifer@fumcbelmont.org for more information.


http://www.fumcbelmont.org/online-giving

GATHERINGS FOR YOUTH
Youth Sunday School- Our next Bible study goes along with our sermon series on Philippians. Join

us each Sunday at 10 for a reflection and application to our scripture. Our high school youth will meet in
the Carpenter Hall classroom; middle school youth will meet in the Youth House. All youth are welcome.

Sunday Night Youth— Our Sunday Night Youth meets from 5:30-7:30 for games, dinner, fellowship,
and Bible study. Throughout the fall season, we will engage in a Bible study and small group devotion
called, Made for a Miracle: From Your Ordinary to God's Extraordinary. Youth will talk about God's

miracles AND our call to be part of the miraculous work of God's kingdom. All 6th graders and up are

invited to come! Tonight, we are bowling at Textile Lanes!

Winter Retreat- Youth are invited to go on our annual retreat at Lake am’kfj.}ﬁfﬂfg

Junaluska on February 12-14. Our guest speaker that weekend is Michael Beck, February12-14

pastor, professor, author, and thought leader. He leads three churches in Florida e

and is known to cultivate communities of love and grace. Sign Up online or SRS (o o, “%

through Quanna's weekly emails. mb;es‘i o Fe":;smp
GATHERINGS FOR ADULTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Marriage Class (taking the place of Disciple): Utilizing the book, ""The Seven Principles for
Making Marriage Work." Drawing on decades of research, internationally known psychologist John
Gottman offers practical tools to help couples deepen friendship, manage conflict, and build a stronger,
more lasting marriage. Meets in room 503, off of the Old Fellowship Hall.

Route 66: On September 13", will begin a new study Perfectly Flawed: How God Transforms Our
Weakness into Strengths by Lisa Toney, focusing on the apostle Peter's passions and imperfections and
how this flawed disciple lives out his calling to lead people to Christ. Meets in room 304.

Salt & Light Fellowship: Begins with reviewing the Scripture for the week and looks at how God has
moved in each person's life, the joys and sorrows. Meets in the Narthex meeting room, in back of the
information desk.

Wanderers: are currently studying the book
Yes, Lord, | Have Sinned; but | Have Several . SQUARE TWO

Excellent Excuses, by James Moore. It challenges All ladies are invited ;
readers to recognize when we make excuses September 10 - 7 pm

and to grow beyond them. Meets in room 502, At FUMCB

off of the Old Fellowship Hall.
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= WEEKLY CALENDAR =——

Sunday, August 30
8:30 am. Worship
9:15 am. Breakfast
10:00 am. Sunday School
11.00 am. Worship
4:00 p.m. Churchwide Bowling @Textlle Lanes

Monday, August 31
6:00 p.m. Board of Trustees meeting

Tuesday, September 1
12:00 p.m. Congregational Care Min. Meeting

Wednesday, September 2
5:30 p.m. Alleluia Choir

Thursday, September 3

Friday, September 4
6:30 am. First Friday Men's Meeting

Saturday, September 5

Sunday, September 6
8:30 am. Worship
9:15 am. Breakfast
10:00 am. Sunday School
11.00 am. Worship

—— PRAYER REQUESTS e

Alice Farris' sister Janet

Jack Acheson (Chris' brother)

Mary Rutledge's mother, Alberta

Jim Griffin

Jimmy Turner's family upon his passing (Cindy
Griffin's brother)

Alex Underhill (Cindy and Jim's nephew)

Betty Kupneski (Matt Gillespie's grandmother)

Amanda Owens and her family: Derek, Bentley,
Haley, and Hunter

Sarah DesJardins (Teri and Claude Wilson's
friend)

Teri and Claude Wilson's friend, R

Bill Walton (Maggie Moore's brother)

Ginger Feimster

Murphy Clark and family

For the Zoe communities in Rwanda, especially
Elissa (18) head of household, and siblings
David (15) and Eric (9)

Submit prayer requests to:
prayers@fumcbelmont.org.
Prayers remain on this list for 4 weeks.
For continued prayers, please
submit a new request.
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Allelma éhoxr .

Practice Wednesdays @ 5:30 ﬂ

4Lyears old - 5" grade ’
Email ellen@fumcbelmont.org to join ‘

Fall Men's Meeting
Friday September 4
6:30 am - Youth House

E CONTACT TONY WILSON
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
KINGSMTNTONYeYAHOO.COM
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REJOKEE IN THESEORD, ALWAYS

THE LETTER TO THE
Ph-l- -

New Series Begins September 13

AGAIN T WILL SAY, REJOICE

Paclriea «wlh e Paslor

Newcomers & Guests! Join Pastor George and
members of our staff and congregation for casual
- conversation and fellowship! All are welcome!

Sept 13 | 10:00 am | Carpenter Hall

OUR STAFF

Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@fumcbelmont.org
Rebekah Huffstetler | Business Administrator | rebekah@fumcbelmont.org
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children's Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
Quanna McAlister | Director of Youth Ministry | quanna@fumcbelmont.org
Boyce O'Tuel | Director of the Child Development Center | boyce@fumcbelmont.org
Marsha Patton | Administrative Assistant | marsha@funmcbelmont.org
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org
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