FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF BELMONT

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
November 16, 2025 - 8:30 am.
The Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist Church of Belmont exists
to be more like Jesus Christ for our community and beyond
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807 South Point Road // Belmont, NC 28012
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Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning we continue our worship series,
BELOVED: God's First and Final Word on Who You Are. Inspired by the writings of Henri Nouwen, we
reflect on a familiar pattern from the Gospels: bread taken, blessed, broken, and given.

At his last meal with the disciples, Jesus revealed that this pattern was not only about bread but about
his own life. As we grow to be more like him, we begin to see the same pattern in our own lives as
well—especially in our brokenness. To be called Beloved does not mean escaping suffering, but discov-
ering Gods presence within it. Today we listen for how God meets us in our pain and sorrow, blesses us
there, and transforms even our wounds into gifts for the world.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*OPENING SONG "Open Up the Heavens" CCLI'Song # 6304702
Alleluia Chair
"PRAYER Doreen Collins
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’'S WORD

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 147:1-11 Sloane Taylor, Isla Westendorf,
Ella Beaty, Abbey Smith

*GOSPEL LESSON Luke 24:13-32



SERMON The Rev. George Ragsdale

SILENT REFLECTION
RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

“THE PEACE
THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION

“TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP

“THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

“THE LORD'S PRAYER

"BREAKING THE BREAD (gluten free option available)

CCLI'Song # 7226684

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP "My God Can"

| know someone
Who knows what I'm up against
| know someone
Who's here in the midst of it
Fighting for me
In a battle | could never win
All on my own
| might not be able to part the waters
Might not be able to calm the storms
Might not be able to make my giants fall
But good thing I'm not alone
'Cause there is a power that is greater
So I'm not afraid of what's ahead
I'm standing in the confidence

That even though | can't
My God can
He'll heal those who hurt
And comfort every broken heart
Restore the homes
Of families who've been torn apart
Tell chains to break
And do what seems impossible
Like only He can
| can do all things all things
Through Christ who gives me strength
| can do all things all things
'Cause His Spirit lives in me



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
“BENEDICTION
“CLOSING SONG "He Is" CCLISong # 7172903

*Those who are able please stand

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! \\e're glad that you've chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth and
adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we grow to
be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that we do.

If you are a guest, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the information center as
you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our church. We look forward to
getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!

Today's Bulletin Cover features a photograph of bread, broken open. Its jagged edges and open
center remind us of our own fragility, yet also of the mystery that what is broken can still nourish, still be
shared, and still reveal grace.

Prayer after each worship service is available in the prayer room off of the Narthex. Our
Congregational Care Ministers and retired clergy are available to pray with you.

Ways to Give at FUMC Belmont

Online — Visit fumcbelmont.org/online-giving to give securely anytime.

By Malil = Send your gift to the church address listed on the front of this bulletin.

In Person — Drop your gift in the secure Drop Box outside the church office, available 7 days a week.

Christmas Poinsettias A SEASON OF PROMISE"
$12 each FUMC BELMONT +
due by Nov. 23rd. +2025 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
We will be decorating our worship space Deepen your faith and

with poinsettias during the Christmas focus on the birth of our
season. Use the QR code Savior as you read thes
below or order forms are faith filled stories. '
available at the [l

information desk.

Pickup your copy at the
information desk or in the
office beginning November




+ Advent Small G'r"oup =
‘ Begins Thursday Dec. 4 11 am. - Route 66 Classroom

Jame's Howell's claLlH reﬂecttons on well-known Christmas songs and
the birth ofJesus How can these songs relate to our datlg lives?

Interested? RSVP to Doreen Collinszdoreen@fumcbelmont.org
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December 14 - 3pm

i rful afternoon of
Join s for a wondertu Taking the place of the Christmas dinner will be

' ic offered by our Chancel
C‘&Erm Sar;z:ﬂquSr]wCsemble V\/érship Team, a reception in the Narthex after the concert.

Alleluia Children's Choir and Bellissimo If you would like to bring an appetizer or

Handbell Choir in the Sanctuary. dessert, please sign up at:
fumcbelmont.org/signup

GATHERINGS FOR ADULTS

Sunday School
Disciple: If you are wondering what we teach the youth in confirmation classes visit the Disciple class.
They will talk about essential lessons of the Christian faith and Methodism.
Route 66: "Faithful and Inclusive" by Robert Fuguay
Salt & Light Fellowship: A place to have real conversations and build relationships.
Wanderers: '"The Bible Jesus Read" by Phillip Yancy

GATHERINGS FOR CHILDREN

Anticipate Advent, our reimagined Advent Workshop, is today, November 16. Join us
4:00-6:00 for this event designed to prepare your family for an intentional Advent Season. Soup supper
provided!

Crossroads Christmas Party will be Sunday, November 30 from 5:30-7:30. All 4th-5th graders
are invited!



GATHERINGS FOR YOUTH

Jfgomecf Thankpul Night

November 23 & 4 =
;/ 5:30-#:30
g

Celebrating a Season of Gratitude '1&-'
Tl‘qnld?ivm?

All youth are invited to a Thanksgiving inspired Connect on November 23. \\e will play
games, read scripture, and reflect on the blessings in our lives.

Nov. 30 - Our annual Christmas party is in two weeks. We will go out to lunch at Culver's and then ice
skate at the Whitewater Center. Parents, please find Quanna to complete the WWC waiver.

December 7 is Missions Night for our youth. \\le will assemble 200 sandwiches for 100 lunches for
Roof Above in Charlotte. Let's help our unhoused neighbors in need.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE

Are you available to help those in our community who may need a ride to a doctor's
appointment or pickup groceries? There are those who cannot drive any more or after treatment at
the doctor's office. If this is a ministry you are interested in, please contact Doreen Collins for more
information: doreen@fumcbelmont.org

COMMUNITY CAFE

Share the {yJarnthy

supporting
Beginning November 30,
@ M A decorate our Missions
(g/w’w/ Tree in tl;le nart}(ljex w1i<th
AG_1- mittens, hats and socks.
sl All items will be donated+
to S.0.C.K.S Crisis
Dining at the cafe provides financial Ministry
support and training for women recovering in the Springwood
from human trafficking, domestic violence and community

drug addiction



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, November 16
830am.  Worship
930am.  Fellowship Breakfast
945am.  Confirmation Class
10:00am.  Sunday School
11.00am.  Worship
4:00 pm.  Anticipate Advent Event

Monday, Noverber 17
1:00 pm.  Staff Mtg.

Tuesday, November 18

Wednesday, November 19
530 p.m.  Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, November 20
11:45am.  Community Cafe’

Friday, November 21
Saturday, November 22

Sunday, November 23
830am.  Worship
930am.  Fellowship Breakfast
10:00 am.  Sunday School
11:00 am.  Worship
530 pm.  Connect

REMEMBER IN PRAYER =—

Chris Atkins

Paige Hollaway (John Butler)

Deborah Cornwell (Teri Wilson)

Teri Wilson

Cathy Ward

Luis Tairo, missing since October 31

Maggie Moore's cousin, Pennie Edens

The families of all those we remembered on All
Saints Sunday: The Bunce, Karr, Tria and
Widenhouse families.

Barbie Rollins, Cindy Griffin's friend

Linda Winebarger. Mary Butler's sister

The Underhill family (Cindy Griffin)

Owen Harris

Josh & Courtney Poynter's family & friends, after
her sudden passing (Nichole Stanforth's friend)

The family of Margaret "Peggy" Robinson, David
Surratt's grandmother, who passed away

Cindy Jenkins on the passing of her father, Claude
Ward

Chip Stansell's sister, Regina

The Slayton family in the loss of their sister

Sima Ellis

Clay Jones, a friend of Mary and Pete Rutledge

Judy Fann (Cassie Fann's mother)

Patty and Taylor Hayward

Jeff Byrum, Jacob Somers, and Lisa Brooks
(Barbara Byrum)

Ginger Feimster

Marshall Stowe, brother of Sally Bashant and Wes
Stowe

Murphy Clark and family

For our ZOE communities in Rwanda, especially:
Bosco 18 head of household, and siblings,
Delphine 15, Claudine 10 and Gaspard 4

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org

Prayers remain on this list for 4 weeks. If your loved
one needs continued prayers, please resubmit a
new request.



Amla ate ; Al ages are invited to join us for

this reimagined Advent Workshop.

AdV@H[ Veﬂ[ Participants will receive an
X 8 Anticipate Advent Devotion book

and will create a Jesse Tree.

Soup supper provided.
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Online | December7 | 7:00 p.m.
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Our church is again partnering with Christ UMC in Charlotte to provide winter
emergency shelter for neighbors in need. On sik Saturdays between December and
March, we will transport 11 guests from Charlotte’s Day Services Center to Christ

UMC, where they will receive a meal, shower, and a safe place to sleep, then p
return them Sunday morning. Our role is to provide transportation, help with setup

and dinner, while Christ UMC hosts overnight and offers breakfast.

Our December dates are December 6/7 and December 27/28.
Learn more and sign up at fumcbelmont.org/roomintheinn.

OUR STAFF

Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant | carole@fumcbelmont.org
Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@furmcbelmont.org
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children's Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
Quanna McAlister | Director of Youth Ministries | guanna@fumcbelmont.org
Boyce O'Tuel | Director of the Child Development Center | boyce@fumcbelmont.org
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator | mark@fumcbelmont.org



