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Christ in the House of Martha and Mary by Johannes Vermeer, 1654-55



      PRAISE AND PRAYER

 MUSIC     “Alleluia, Alleluia” Traditional
     Alleluia Choir

*OPENING SONG  “Raise a Hallelujah” CCLI Song # 7119315
    
*PRAYER      Margie Ligon

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN  Jennifer Martin 
 

     PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

 OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 40:1-11 Mary Beth Tipton

*GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 10:38-42 

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we continue our series Alleluia: 
Uncommon Gratitude in All of Life. Today, as we gather to worship in this sanctuary, we also remember 
that our whole lives are a form of worship. In today’s Gospel two sisters serve Jesus in different ways.  
Though hard working and busy, Martha grumbles and complains, a sign she has forgotten who she 
was seeking to serve along the way. The Psalmist sings a new song to God in gratitude for all that God 
has done. “I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation.” How might your life speak and sing 
an Alleluia of praise and gratitude? What part of your life might God want you to make an offering of 
worship in the year ahead?



 SERMON                                          The Rev. George Ragsdale
 
 SILENT REFLECTION
     RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  
              As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gi�s
          to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*THE PEACE
     
    THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION  
 
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
  
*BREAKING THE BREAD (gluten free option available)

 SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP          “Goodness of God” CCLI Song # 7117726
Love You Lord

Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days

I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up

Until I lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God
All my life You have been faithful

All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that I am able
I will sing of the goodness of God

I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire

In darkest night

You are close like no other
I've known You as a father
I've known You as a friend

I have lived in the goodness of God
Your goodness is running a�er

It’s running a�er me
Your goodness is running a�er

It’s running a�er me
With my life laid down
I’m surrendered now
I give You everything

Your goodness is running a�er
It's running a�er me



Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont!   We’re glad that you’ve chosen to 
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth 
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we 
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that 
we do.

If you are a guest, we are honored to have you with us.  Please stop by the information center as 
you leave this morning to receive a small gi� and more information about our church. We look forward to 
getting to know you in the days to come!  Welcome!

Prayer a�er each worship service in the prayer room off of the Narthex. Our Congregational Care 
Ministers and retired clergy are available to pray with you.

Today’s Bulletin Cover  features the work of Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer, known as one of the 
great artists of the Golden Age. Christ in the House of Martha and Mary captures the intimate moment 
in today’s Gospel Lesson where Jesus gently teaches Martha about the importance of spiritual focus as 
her sister Mary sits attentively by His side. Painted around 1655, it stands as one of Vermeer’s largest 
works and displays his skill in creating depth, harmony, and warmth through subtle color and so� 
lighting. Vermeer’s use of light highlights the expressions and gestures, deepening the emotional 
resonance between the figures, as Martha’s concern and Mary’s attentiveness reflect two spiritual paths: 
active service and contemplative listening. This piece invites us to ponder how, even in our busyness, we 
are called to do everything as if we were sitting at the feet of Jesus, worshipping.  

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

                 GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*CLOSING SONG  “Sing Wherever I Go”  CCLI Song # 7138601

     *Those who are able please stand





FIRST KIDS

YOUTH
Connect meets tonight in Carpenter Hall from 5:30-7:30. Join us for dinner, games, and a discussion 
about zeal and joy for Jesus. 

All youth are welcome to join us for the upcoming Christmas Party to Frankie's on December 8th. We 
will leave the church at 12:30 and return in time to pack lunches for Feeding the Children. See Quanna if 
you have questions or need help signing up.

Crossroads (4th and 5th grades) meets TONIGHT, Nov 17 from 5:30-7:30. Join us in the Old 
Fellowship Hall for games, supper and Bible talks.

Candy Cane Family Night is Wednesday, December 4 from 6:00-7:30. The whole family is invited to 
join us in Carpenter Hall for supper, candy cane cra�s, games and a hot cocoa bar. Please register at 
www.fumcbelmont.org/kids.



You can submit prayer requests to 
prayers@fumcbelmont.org or 
by clicking this QR code:

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Richard Rumfelt and his family (Becky and Tom Fortenberry)
Sister-in-law, Jill Atkins (Chris and Connie Atkins)
Lynda Jenkins, Nancy, Clyde, Adam & Alex Underhill, Patsy Deese, Bill Griffin, Linda & Gerald, along with   
 other family members who are all facing health issues (Cindy and Jim Griffin)
Alice Goins Ratterree (Cindy Goins aunt)
Nicole Stanforth’s grandfather
Graham Baakko (Teri Wilson)
Kenneth Harris' father, Larry
The family of David Durham, Daniel Durham's father, who passed away
Carolyn Beall
The family of Trudi Kinney, who has died
Anne Haxton, Dottie Moore’s mother    
Erin Carver, Renee and Tim Painter's daughter
Murphy Clark and family

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, November 17
 8:30 a.m. Worship
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship Breakfast
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship
 5:30 p.m. Connect
 5:30 p.m. Crossroads
 6:00 p.m. Stories to Live By
Monday, November 18
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
 6:30 p.m. Racial Healing & Reconciliation Mtg
 Tuesday, November 19 
 Wednesday, November 20
 5:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Narthex   
  Prayer Room
 5:30 p.m. Meet in the Middle

 5:30 p.m. Alleluia Choir
 6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal
 6:30 p.m. Adult Study
 6:30 p.m. Kids & Youth Small Groups
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
 Thursday, November 21
 11:45 a.m. Community Cafe´  
 Friday, November 22   
Saturday, November 23  
Sunday, November 24
 8:30 a.m. Worship
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship Breakfast
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship
 4:00 p.m. Advent Workshop
 



OUR STAFF

Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant | carole@fumcbelmont.org
Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@fumcbelmont.org

Heather Gaskins | Director of the Child Development Center | heather@fumcbelmont.org
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions | margie@fumcbelmont.org

Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
  Quanna McAlister | Director of Youth Ministries | quanna@fumcbelmont.org 

George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org

Mark Sutton | Business Administrator | mark@fumcbelmont.org


