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Christ in the House of Martha and Mary by Johannes mee 1654



Uncomon Gratitude in All of

Life

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we continue our series Alleluia:
Uncommon Gratitude in All of Life. Today, as we gather to worship in this sanctuary, we also remember
that our whole lives are a form of worship. In today’s Gospel two sisters serve Jesus in different ways.
Though hard working and busy, Martha grumbles and complains, a sign she has forgotten who she
was seeking to serve along the way. The Psalmist sings a new song to God in gratitude for all that God
has done. "l have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation." How might your life speak and sing
an Alleluia of praise and gratitude? What part of your life might God want you to make an offering of

worship in the year ahead?

PRAISE AND PRAYER
MUSIC "Allelura, Alleluia”
Alleluia Chair
*OPENING SONG "Raise a Hallelujah"

“PRAYER
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 40:1-11

“GOSPEL LESSON Luke 10:38-42

Traditional

CCLI'Song # 7119315

Margie Ligon

Jennifer Martin

Mary Beth Tipton



SERMON The Rev. George Ragsdale

SILENT REFLECTION
RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

“THE PEACE

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
“TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
“THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
“THE LORD'S PRAYER

"BREAKING THE BREAD (gluten free option available)

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP "Goodness of God" CCLI Song # 7117726
Love You Lord You are close like no other
Oh Your mercy never fails me I've known You as a father
All my days I've known You as a friend
I've been held in Your hands I have lived in the goodness of God
From the moment that | wake up Your goodness is running after
Until I lay my head It's running after me
I will sing of the goodness of God Your goodness is running after
All my life You have been faithful It's running after me
All my life You have been so so good With my life laid down
With every breath that | am able I'm surrendered now
[ will sing of the goodness of God | give You everything
| love Your voice Your goodness is running after
You have led me through the fire It's running after me

In darkest night



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH ASWITNESSES TO THE WORLD
"BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG "Sing Wherever | Go" CCLI'Song # /138601

“Those who are able please stand

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! \\e're glad that you've chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.

If you are a guest, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the information center as
you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our church. We ook forward to
getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!

Today's Bulletin Cover features the work of Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer, known as one of the
great artists of the Golden Age. Christ in the House of Martha and Mary captures the intimate moment
in today's Gospel Lesson where Jesus gently teaches Martha about the importance of spiritual focus as
her sister Mary sits attentively by His side. Painted around 1655, it stands as one of Vermeer's largest
works and displays his skill in creating depth, harmony, and warmth through subtle color and soft
lighting. Vermeer's use of light highlights the expressions and gestures, deepening the emotional
resonance between the figures, as Martha's concern and Mary's attentiveness reflect two spiritual paths:
active service and contemplative listening. This piece invites us to ponder how, even in our busyness, we
are called to do everything as if we were sitting at the feet of Jesus, worshipping.

Prayer after each worship service in the prayer room off of the Narthex. Our Congregational Care
Ministers and retired clergy are available to pray with you.

B S 3 Midweek Fellowship Meals
e WED M? t Wednesday - 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

— 11/] e

Please sign up to help serve _
or clean up at Meals cost FUMC $10 per adult, $5 for children. We
fumcbelmont.org/meetmiddle ask those who join us to contribute what they can.

Nov. 20: Sliced ham, potatoes, green salad,
chicken nuggets, and dessert.




COMMUNITY
CAFE
supporting

DaklicGhove BB 5. B
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11:45-1:15 L /‘

Dining at the cafe provides financial
support and training for women
recovering from human trafficking,
domestic violence and drug addiction

Finat, Friday Mens Mesting
DECEMBER 6 - 6:30 AM
AT THE YOUTH HOUSE

Men of the church are
invited to a time of
fellowship, devotion, and
dlscussmn over brealy(fast.

| are welcome.
RSVP hel s us plan or food
https: /|s gd/MR5
Contact :}3.-
Brandon Martin
with questions.

Christmas Concert & Dinner

® December 15 - ¥4 pm
Oinneer to follow

Deadline to sign up for dinner Dec. 8
Tickets - $15 per adult, $10 per child
or $45 a famdly of 4 or more

Stgn ap using the QR code below-

ot forms are available at the ‘,’&
(nformation desk @R 3

Christmas Poinsettias

We will be decorating our
worship space with poinsettias
during the Christmas season.
Each poinsettia is $10. and the
deadline to order is Dec. 2nd.

Use the QR code below or
order forms are available p.g
at the information i
desk. ;

e, Join us as we partner with

ROOM m e Christ UMC in providing
N | emergency housing during the
winter months for neighbors

without a warm house to call home.

On scheduled Saturdays we will be

transporting those without a warm bed to

Christ UMC and providing them a hot
meal and a place to sleep

To learh more go to Www. fumcbelmont org/
roomintheinn

If you are able to help serve or clean up
on December 15th 5-7:30 pm
Sign up with the QR code or
contact Doreen:
doreen@fumcbelmont.com
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YOUTH

Connect meets tonight in Carpenter Hall from 5:30-7:30. Join us for dinner, games, and a discussion
about zeal and joy for Jesus.

All youth are welcome to join us for the upcoming Christmas Party to Frankie's on December 8th. We
will leave the church at 12:30 and return in time to pack lunches for Feeding the Children. See Quanna if
you have questions or need help signing up.

N

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

‘Winter Retreat
Jor Youth Jan
at ‘Lake

Junaluska

24-26

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to a
DECEMBER 8TH | 12:30-4:00 weekend filled with

Reserve Your Spot and community, fun and worship
pay by December 3rd

Trip includes a trip to Tube World on
Saturday

FIRST KIDS

Crossroads (4th and 5th grades) meets TONIGHT, Nov 17 from 5:30-7:30. Join us in the Old
Fellowship Hall for games, supper and Bible talks.

Candy Cane Family Night s \Wednesday, December 4 from 6:00-7:30. The whole family is invited to

join us in Carpenter Hall for supper, candy cane crafts, games and a hot cocoa bar. Please register at
www.fumcbelmont.org/kids.

BEDTIME BUNDLES

First Kids are collecting cozy
pajamas, warm socks and new
Bibles for Least of These Carolinas
to support children in foster care.

Bring donations to
w the Advent Workshop
~on Nov 24.




WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, November 17 530p.m.  Alleluia Choir
830am.  Worship 6:00 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal
915am.  Fellowship Breakfast 6:30 p.m.  Adult Study
10:00am.  Sunday School 6:30 pm.  Kids & Youth Small Groups
11:.00 am.  Worship 7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal
530p.m.  Connect Thursday, November 21
530 pm.  Crossroads 1L:45am.  Community Cafe’
6:00 pm.  Stories to Live By Friday, November 22
Monday, Novermber 18 Saturday, Noverber 23
10:00am.  Staff Meeting Sunday, November 24
6:30 p.m.  Racial Healing & Reconciliation Mtg 830am.  Worship
Tuesday, November 19 915am.  Fellowship Breakfast
Wednesday, November 20 10:00am.  Sunday School
515pm.  Holy Eucharist in the Narthex 11.00 am.  Worship
Prayer Room 4:00 p.m.  Advent Workshop

530p.m.  Meetin the Middle

Rice and Beans serves dinner to a
vulnerable population every week in
Gastonia and need gently used cold

weather clothing for men and women.

FEEDING THE BODY, RESTORING THE SOUL :
! h They need hoodies, coats, sweatshirts,

) hats, gloves and socks.
To learn more, check out the website or RS Rt o e (e e MO O e T
reach out to Denise or Michael Martin. through November.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Richard Rumfelt and his family (Becky and Tom Fortenberry)

Sister-in-law, Jill Atkins (Chris and Connie Atkins)

Lynda Jenkins, Nancy, Clyde, Adam & Alex Underhill, Patsy Deese, Bill Griffin, Linda & Gerald, along with
other family members who are all facing health issues (Cindy and Jim Griffin)

Alice Goins Ratterree (Cindy Goins aunt)

Nicole Stanforth's grandfather

Graham Baakko (Teri Wilson)

Kenneth Harris' father, Larry

The family of David Durham, Daniel Durham's father, who passed away

Carolyn Beall

The family of TrudiA Kinney, who has died You can submit prayer requests to B1Exg[E]
Anne Haxton, Dottie Moore's mother prayers@fumcbelmont.org or I-hu

Erin Carver, Renee and Tim Painter's daughter by clicking this QR code: [=]

Murphy Clark and family



ADVENT WORKSHOP

SUNDAY, NOV 24 | 4:00-6:00
REGISTER AT
WWW.FUMCBELMONT.ORG/KIDS

Advent Small Group IRTER

Tuesdays beginning
November 26th
1:30 -2:30 pm
4 week app based study (books are available too)
Focuses on the experiences of four
often overlooked characters
in the Nativity story.
Contact Doreen to sigh up:
doreen@fumcbelmont.org
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OUR STAFF

Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant | carole@fumcbelmont.org
Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@fumcbelmont.org
Heather Gaskins | Director of the Child Development Center | heather@fumcbelmont.org
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions | margie@fumcbelmont.org
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children's Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
Quanna McAlister | Director of Youth Ministries | guanna@fumcbelmont.org
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator | mark@fumcbelmont.org



