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The Light of the World by William Holman Hunt, 1851-53



      PRAISE AND PRAYER

*OPENING SONG  “Bless God” CCLI Song # 7206380
    
*PRAYER      Doreen Collins 
    
 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN  Quanna McAlister 
      
     PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

*GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 18:1-8 Stephanie Beaty

 SERMON                                                      The Rev. George Ragsdale

 SILENT REFLECTION

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We are glad you are here!  Today we conclude 
our OUTGROW series, exploring the habits and attitudes in our prayer life and relationship with God that 
we must release in order to grow in faith. Our scripture, Luke 18:1–8, reminds us that we are called to 
pray without giving up. The prayer we outgrow is the prayer that loses heart. Today is also Commitment 
Sunday, as we present our 2026 commitments to FUMC as an act of worship. Our commitments are a 
sign of our resolve and desire to remain faithful in the year ahead, “growing in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”



     RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  
              As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gi�s
          to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*THE PEACE
     THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION  
 
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP  

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
  
*BREAKING THE BREAD (gluten free option available)

 SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP “More Like Jesus” CCLI Song # 7105732

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

You came to the world You created
Trading Your crown for a cross

You willingly died
Your innocent life paid the cost
Counting Your status as nothing

The King of all kings came to serve
Washing my feet

Covering me with Your love
If more of You means less of me

Take ev'rything
Yes all of You is all I need

Take ev'rything

You are my life and my treasure
The One that I can't live without

Here at Your feet
My desires and dreams I lay down

Here at Your feet
Oh Lord change me like only You can
Here with my heart in Your hands

Father I pray make me more like Jesus
This world is dying to know who You are
You've shown us the way to Your heart

So Father I pray make me more like Jesus



Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont!   We’re glad that you’ve chosen to 
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth 
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we 
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that 
we do.

If you are a guest, we are honored to have you with us.  Please stop by the information center as 
you leave this morning to receive a small gi� and more information about our church. We look forward to 
getting to know you in the days to come!  Welcome!

Today’s Bulletin Cover  features The Light of the World, an allegorical painting by English artist 
William Holman Hunt, completed between 1851 and 1853. It depicts Jesus preparing to knock on an 
overgrown door, inspired by Revelation 3:20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” Hunt wrote of the 
work, “I painted the picture with what I thought, unworthy though I was, to be divine command, and not 
simply a good subject.” The door in the painting has no handle and thus can only be opened from the 
inside, symbolizing the invitation to respond to Christ’s persistent call. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells of a 
widow who refuses to give up seeking justice. In her persistence we glimpse the character of 
God—knocking, seeking, pressing toward us in love until we are changed. Hunt’s painting, long consid-
ered one of the most significant renderings of Christ, now hangs in the chapel of Keble College, Oxford.

k Ways to Give at FUMC Belmont   k

Online – Visit fumcbelmont.org/online-giving to give securely anytime.
By Mail – Send your gi� to the church address listed on the front of this bulletin.

In Person – Drop your gi� in the secure Drop Box outside the church office, available 7 days a week.

 PRESENTATION OF 2026 COMMITMENTS
 
                 GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION
 
*CLOSING SONG  “Same God” CCLI Song # 7183537

     *Those who are able please stand



GATHERINGS  FOR  CHILDREN

Crossroads meets tonight from 5:30-7:30  in the Old Fellowship Hall. All 4th and 5th graders are 
invited to join us for games, supper, and a lesson on priorities.

First Kids and their families are invited to our Prayer Pet Adoption Event this Wednesday, 
October 22 from 6:00-7:30. Read more and sign up at www.fumcbelmont.org/kids.

GATHERINGS  FOR  ADULTS

Sunday School
   Disciple:  If you are wondering what we teach the youth in confirmation classes visit the Disciple class.   
 They will talk about essential lessons of the Christian faith and Methodism.
   Route 66:  “Faithful and Inclusive” by Robert Fuquay
   Salt & Light Fellowship:  A place to have real conversations and build relationships.
   Wanderers:   "The Bible Jesus Read" by Phillip Yancy



OPPORTUNITIES  TO  GIVE  AND  SERVE

 GATHERINGS  FOR  YOUTH

Serve as an Offering Teller  Looking for an easy but important way to serve? Offering Tellers work in 
teams to count the Sunday offering a�er the 11:00 service, helping us be good stewards of the gi�s God 
provides. Training will be offered on October 12 following the 11:00 service. To learn more or sign up, 
contact Russell Tindall at rbtindall@gmail.com. 

Lunch Outing TODAY 12:00-2:00  All youth are invited to go out to lunch a�er church at Culver's in 
Belmont. Please bring money for lunch and dessert. Also, bring 5 non perishable canned goods as your 
ticket to this event.  We will donate all goods to the BCO in Belmont. 

October 26 5:30-7:00  All youth are invited to run the games for Trunk or Treat. Find Quanna to sign 
up for a game.  

November 2 Connect  All youth are invited to Connect for Game Night! We will play board games first 
and then play the popular game Grog later in the evening. Youths need to wear white so you will glow in 
the dark.  



REMEMBER IN PRAYERWEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, October 19
 8:30 a.m. Worship
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship Breakfast
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship
 12:00 p.m. Youth Lunch
 5:30 p.m. Crossroads (4th/5th Grade)

Monday, October 20
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
 
 Tuesday, October 21
 
 Wednesday, October 22
 5:30 p.m. Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
 6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 6:30 p.m. Small Group - Jesus and the  
  Disinherited
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
 
 Thursday, October 23
 11:00 a.m. Small Group - Jesus and the  
  Disinherited 
 11:45 a.m. Community Cafe´
 
 Friday, October 24
 5:30 p.m. Confirmation Kickoff Retreat

 Saturday, October 25
  Confirmation Kickoff Retreat 
  
Sunday, October 26
  Children’s Sabbath
 8:30 a.m. Worship
 9:30 a.m. ZOE Auction and Breakfast
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship
 5:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat

You can submit prayer requests to 
prayers@fumcbelmont.org 

Prayers remain on this list for 4 weeks. If your loved 
one needs continued prayers, please resubmit a 

new request.

The family of Margaret "Peggy" Robinson, David   
 Surratt's grandmother, who passed away
Cindy Jenkins on the passing of her father, Claude   
 Ward
Chip Stansell’s sister, Regina
The Slayton family in the loss of their sister
Sima Ellis
Clay Jones, a friend of Mary and Pete Rutledge
Judy Fann (Cassie Fann’s mother)
Patty and Taylor Hayward 
Jeff Byrum, Jacob Somers, and Lisa Brooks   
 (Barbara Byrum)
South Point teacher, Brian Ziemer (Leigh Nance)
The family & fiancée of their nephew, Justin Martin,   
 who died (Thomas & Heather Taylor)
Deborah Cornwell, friend of Teri and Claude Wilson 
The family of Marie Widenhouse, who passed away
The family of Anne Tria, who passed away
The family of Elizabeth Bunce upon her passing
The family and friends of Justin Frady upon his   
 passing
Alan and Pam Smith and family, after the passing   
 of their grandson Evan
Ginger Feimster
Marshall Stowe, brother of Sally Bashant and Wes   
 Stowe
Murphy Clark and family
For our ZOE communities in Rwanda, especially:
 Leatitia 18, head of household, and siblings,   
 Alexia 16, Celestin 14, and Faustin 13



OUR STAFF

Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant | carole@fumcbelmont.org
Doreen Collins | Director of Adult Discipleship | doreen@fumcbelmont.org
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry | jennifer@fumcbelmont.org
Quanna McAlister | Director of Youth Ministries | quanna@fumcbelmont.org

Boyce O’Tuel | Director of the Child Development Center | boyce@fumcbelmont.org 
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor | george@fumcbelmont.org

Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts | ellen@fumcbelmont.org
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator | mark@fumcbelmont.org





Volunteers Needed!
Join Us for a Lunch + Learn
Dear Friends,

Dahlia Grove is in critical need of volunteers, and we’d love for you to consider how you 
might be part of this life-changing work. Volunteering with us doesn’t have to be a big 
time commitment—even being on a “back-up list” for driving women to and from 
appointments makes a huge difference.

We’re also in the process of revamping our volunteer program and rebuilding our 
database, so now is the perfect time to let us know where you’d love to plug in.

Right now, we especially need support in these areas:

Transportation: Be on-call or scheduled to drive women to and from important appoint-
ments.
Café Support: Help at our weekly cafés—assist with set up, hostessing, and hospitality!
Classroom Proctors: Serve as learning aides, helping women stay on track during 
workforce development courses.
Class Facilitator: Teach a skill, lead a workshop, or share your professional exper-
tise—life skills, wellness, financial literacy, and more.

Even a small amount of time can make a big impact.

If you're interested in learning more we invite you at attend our next Volunteer Lunch & 
Learn on:
 Saturday, October 25
 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
 St. Stephen United Methodist Church, 6800 Sardis Road, Charlotte

Come enjoy lunch, hear more about our mission, and see how you can play a role in 
empowering women survivors right here in Charlotte.

Together, we can build a stronger Dahlia Grove community.


