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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like

Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Tri-Angles
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.”  — 1 Peter 2:9

Dear FUMC Family,

One of my seminary ethics professors used to say that “the task of a theologian is to make it 
difficult to be a Christian.” I’ve never forgotten that. As we’ve read First and Second Peter, and 
shared some of their powerful passages in worship this month, I’ve felt the weight of that truth. It 
is difficult to be a Christian. The first recipients of Peter’s letters knew this, but he encouraged and 
spurred them on—just as he does for us today.

Peter reminds us that though we are “exiles and strangers” in this world, called to live in the world 
but not of it, we are also chosen by God. At the center of our faith is Jesus, the one rejected and 
crucified, who has now been raised from the dead. To follow him is to live according to the logic 
of the cross and resurrection, a way of life that only makes sense if Easter is true.

Peter presses us toward patience, echoing the patience of God who is merciful and longsuffering 
toward us. He warns us that the Christian life will not be made easier by any promise of comfort 
or convenience. If anyone tells you otherwise, run! For to be a Christian is to stake your life on a 
reality that the world cannot comprehend, and to keep trusting that God is faithful.

And yet, as difficult as it is, the Christian life is not impossible. As Peter writes, we have been 
“born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). 
That living hope is what steadies us, carries us, and keeps us going. Our strength does not come 
from ourselves but from God, whose grace is always sufficient. John Wesley described grace not 
as a passive idea but as a dynamic power—a power that can sanctify, change, and transform us. 
We receive that power through the practices that open us to God’s presence—prayer and 
worship, study and service, life shared together in community. In these ways, God faithfully meets 
us, strengthens us, and shapes us more and more into Christ’s likeness.

Our calling, FUMC Belmont, is to be “means of grace” together: bearing one another’s burdens, 
supporting, challenging, and encouraging each other as brothers and sisters in faith—so that, as 
hard as it might be, we can follow Christ with courage, faith, and conviction.

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor.



COMING UP IN  WORSHIP   

Prayer is where God shapes our hearts. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus meets those asking for more faith, those healed yet slow to 
give thanks, and those tempted to give up too soon. In each encounter, he calls us to outgrow the prayers that keep us 
comfortable and to grow into trust that acts, gratitude that overflows, and perseverance that does not lose heart. Join us this 
October as we explore how deeper prayer helps us grow and mature in Christ, deepens our faith in the face of an uncertain 
future, and opens our lives more fully to God’s work in us and in the world.

 October 5 – “Lord, Increase Our Faith!”  
 Luke 17:5–10: The prayer that wants more—but doesn't use what it already has. 
  Why are we always asking God for more faith? What if the real invitation is to be faithful with what we already have?   
  Faith isn’t certainty—it’s acting even when you still have questions.

 October 12 – “Where Are the Other Nine?”   
 Luke 17:11–19: The prayer we forget to pray—thank you.
  Gratitude is more than a feeling—it’s an action. One healed man turns back to thank Jesus. Will we remember to do  
  the same?

 October 19 – “Pray Always and Do Not Lose Heart”   
 Luke 18:1–8: The prayer that gives up too soon.
  Jesus tells a story about a widow who refuses to stop knocking. Persistence in prayer isn’t about wearing God   
  down—it’s about being opened up to God’s transforming justice.

 October 26 – Children’s Sabbath (Observed)
   The Rev. Gaston Warner, CEO of Zoe Empowers will be preaching. We are    
   celebrating Children's Sabbath in connection with Zoe Sunday. It is a multifaith call
   to bear witness, to celebrate, and to act on behalf of children’s lives, well-being, 
   and futures. Our Alleluia Choir will sing at the 11 am service and children will be
   participating in leading worship throughout the morning services.



OPPORTUNITIES TO GATHER

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE AND SERVE   

Feed the House   Help the families in residence at Catherine’s House by dropping off a simple meal on November 10 or November 
24. Please sign up at www.fumcbelmont.org/signup





Youth Sunday School in October - Our current study is called "Welcome All" and focuses on hospitality from both Old and New 
Testaments. We will examine our own idea of "welcoming all" and ask ourselves if a friend or stranger would experience the welcom-
ing spirit of Christ in us. 

Confirmation Kickoff Weekend - Our Confirmation class will kick off with a retreat at the church on October 24 and 25. The 
retreat begins with a taco dinner and an outing at an escape room at Xtreme Xscapes. Mentors will join us on Saturday to meet their 
confirmands at 10:30, and parents are invited to join us at 11:30. We ask for prayers from our congregation as our confirmands 
begin this meaningful journey in their faith formation. 

GATHERINGS FOR YOUTH   



FIRST KIDS



You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY

The family and friends of Justin Frady upon his passing
Anne Tria
Alan and Pam Smith and family, after the passing of their    
 grandson Evan
The friends and family of Colby Smith
The family of Cathy Hansen, Jeff Hansen's mother, who passed  
 away
Annie Smith (Shanda Fangman’s six year old niece)

THANK YOU             

Janet Matijkwi (Judy Kelty)
Brook Rowland (Becky and Tom Fortenberry’s daughter)
Amy (Lewis) Dominov and her parents Barry and Roberta after  
 the death of her brother Peter
Nicole and Greg Stanforth 
Ginger Feimster
Murphy Clark and family
Our ZOE communities in Rwanda 

October 1 Stephanie Beaty
 Madison Pruden
 Carsyn Redmond
 Allie Rice
October 2 Melanie Beam
October 4 Kelly Setzer
October 5 Denise Andrews
 Nicholas Cochran
October 6 William Hendricks
 Alex Lowrance
 Kaylee Thagard
 Reagan Wilson
October 8 Wes Stowe
October 9 Stacey Featherston
 Shawn Kelly
 Mary Moore
 Nancy Stamps
October 10 Betty Cauble
 Genora Cheshire
 Shelly Gray
 Jonathan Marr
 Derek Smith

October 11 Jake Jenkins
 Julie Martin
 John Earl McKee
 Chantz Redmond
October 13 Reid McGraw
 Micah Quispe
October 14 Thomas Pennington
October 15 Meredith Ramsey
October 16 Crystal Blanton
 Autumn Deal
 Ivy Tyson
October 18 Kim Ingram
October 19 Kendall Karr
 Juliana Marr
 Joshua Ruiz
October 20 Preston Taylor
October 23 Kendyll Levra
 Amy Thagard

October 24 Rodney Brown 
 Katie Fangman
 Katie Gillespie
 Taylor Henkel
 Melissa Williamson
October 25 Carol Andrews
 Harrison Davis 
 Price Feimster
 Miranda Hartsell
October 26 Jeff Kalmbach
 Nicholas Latchana
 Thomas Redmond
 Paloma Shrauder
October 27 Parker Jones
October 28 Drew Loper
 Mallory McCarn 
 Peg Pinkerton
October 30   Shane Redmond
 Oliver Surratt
October 31 Elizabeth Mobley

Dear FUMC Belmont,

Please know how much your hard work and dedication means to our neighbors in need. Through your help we have been able to 
assist numerous families and individuals with food, clothing, household items, medication, gas, utility bills, rent, and school supplies.

Thank you from BCO (Belmont Community Organization)

First United Methodist,

On behalf of the thousands of individuals we serve, I want to extend our heartfelt gratitude for your generous grant. Your kindness 
plays a crucial role in our mission at NC MedAssist, where we are dedicated to breaking down the barriers to heath care.

We are so grateful for your thoughtfulness and support.

Sincerely, Brenda Vass
CEO, NC MedAssist

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
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Rev. Sally Queen
Installation as District Superintendent
October 26 ~ 3 PM at Aldersgate (Shelby)

A note from Sally:  You are invited as Bishop Carter 
officially installs me as your District Superintendent. We 
will be gathering at a church that is central to my call; it 
is where I had my first appointment, where I preached 
my sermon for ordination, and where two of my children 
were baptized. If you can join us, please bring a small 
container of water from your area to be used as part of 
the service.

We will celebrate Commitment Sunday, returning our 
Commitment Cards for 2026, as an act of worship on October 
19. Cards were mailed to homes in late September. They are 
also available at the information center or the church office, 
and can be completed online at fumcbelmont.org/card.

Learn more about how the United Methodist Church 
collaborates with partners in more than 100 countries to 
connect the church in mission and alleviate human 
suffering. And see how you can get involved! 
www.umcmission.org


